
TE AWAMUTU’S MONTHLY MOTORING MAGAZINE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2010

Proud of Rosetown Holden at Bathurst ~ 2Proud of Rosetown Holden at Bathurst ~ 2
My Pride and Joy Chrysler V8~ 4,5My Pride and Joy Chrysler V8~ 4,5

Highlander gets facelift ~ 8Highlander gets facelift ~ 8

HOLDEN’S NEW BRIGHT SPARK MINI ~ 3HOLDEN’S NEW BRIGHT SPARK MINI ~ 3

451/2 Alexandra St, Te Awamutu. Ph 871 5800 or 0274 901 492

FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLES REQUIREMENTS

SERVICE
GUARANTEED

• WOF      • Tune Ups
• Exhausts      • CNG-LPG
• Electrical      • Brakes
• Suspension   • Clutches
• Oil Services

✔  All engine reconditioning

✔  Cooling System 
     Recycling and Servicing

✔  Auto Tranmission 
     Recycling and Servicing
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Auto electrical, Air Conditioning, 
Audio, batteries, Alarms 

& Diagnostics.......
they do it all & they do it well...... drop in and see

Deane and the crew.
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7156377AA

Insurance Company
Approved  

Free Courtesy
Car Available

Computerised
Chassie Machine
(4wd specialist)

24 Hour Salvage

On site quotes

Restoration Specialist
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OVERALL WINNERS

New Zealand Collision Repair Association National Awards

BEST Panel and Paint Shop 2007 

BEST Presented Shop 2008/2009

Pride of Te Awamutu Awards 2008
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HAD AN ACCIDENT - CALL FLEET IMAGE FIRST!HAD AN ACCIDENT - CALL FLEET IMAGE FIRST!

1585 ALEXANDRA ST
TE AWAMUTUPH 871 6780

(AMI, Vero, AMP, FMG, Lumley, TIS plus 

work for all other Insurance companies)

GUARANTEEDGUARANTEED
WORKMANSHIPWORKMANSHIP

WE REPAIR CARS & TRUCKS 
- WE LOVE YOUR CARS AS MUCH 

AS YOU DO.

You have the right to
choose where your car 

gets repaired, so why not 
choose FLEET IMAGE
Insurance approved repairers

•  An engine’s TIMING BELT is vital to its operation
•  A worn or broken TIMING BELT means engine failure and  

 in most instances it will result in costly engine repairs not to  
mention the inconvenience of a breakdown

•  We service all makes and models

TE AWAMUTU MOTORS LTD

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Phone 871 5048 Direct Line 870 1362
Monday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-12noon

CHURCHILL STREET, TE AWAMUTU

Make the change every 
4 years or 80,000kms

Change your TIMINGTIMING BELTBELT
BEFORE IT BREAKS!

and drastically changes your bank balance

7809411AA

Rosetown Holden tackles Bathurst

TC111110SP02

ROSETOWN HOLDEN sponsored Daniel Jilesen in action at Mount Panorama in the Fujitsu V8 Supercar
Series.

B
ackers of young Kiwi driving
talent Daniel Jilesen are
impressed with his performance

over the gruelling Mount Panorama
track at Bathurst in the Fujitsu V8
Supercar Series.
With local sponsorship from

Rosetown Holden, resulting from their
business relationship with fellow
sponsors Ongarue Transport, and
backing from Greg Murphy, Jilesen
stepped up from open wheel racing to
V8 saloons.
Jilesen takes on the Sandown

event in Melbourne, November 19-21
and with continued sponsorship looks
to compete in the full series next year.
In his supporters and sponsors

report, Jilesen says his first time at
Bathurst was very daunting — with
over half the corners being blind and
getting a top speed of nearly 300 kph.
‘On the Wednesday before prac-

tice, Greg Murphy took me around the
track in a road car to show me the
best lines to take and pass on a lot of

helpful advice. You definitely couldn’t
get anyone better to learn from at
Mount Panorama than Greg.’
Jilesen used the Thursday practice

sessions to learn the track and try and
keep out of trouble.
Following a debrief and data

session with the GMR engineers, he
had plenty to think about for the next
day.
A quick learner, Jilesen improved

his previous best lap time by 3.5
seconds.
In Race 1 on Friday afternoon

Jilesen made a great start — passing
two cars by the first corner and
making a third pass shortly after.
Further on in an eventful first lap

he lost a spot and got forced wide in
the process, allowing a second car to
follow.
He spent much of the race in a

bunch that was clear from other
traffic, but there was a safety car
restart and again the field was
bunched.

Drivers in front were fighting for
places and Jilesen was also getting
pressure from behind, but he
managed to avoid trouble and on the
last lap picked up a place to finish
11th.
He started Race 2 from 11th and

got another good start, getting past
three cars by turn 1.
Unfortunately he got hit from

behind on the second lap and spun
out at The Chase.
The car was slightly damaged, but

Jilesen got back on track and fought
his way to 13th.
Rosetown Holden owner Stu Tervit

says they were impressive drives.
He says it is hard to see just how

difficult and steep the track is until
you are there in person, and he is
impressed with how Jilesen handled
the conditions and pressure.Mr Tervit
was attending his first ever Bathurst
event, and says he was proud to see
Te Awamutu represented at Mount
Panorama (see more on Page 3).



A/hrs: Stu Tervit (07) 871 4700, 0274 827 856 • John Hare (07) 871 3794, 0274 427 856 • Allan Paterson (07) 871 3956, 0274 427 853 • Email: tmlsales@xtra.co.nz
Corner Churchill & Mahoe St • TE AWAMUTU • Phone (07) 871 5143
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T H E  S M A L L  C A R  R E V O L U T I O N  H A S  B E G U N

Introducing ALL NEW
Holden Barina Spark
5 door manual
1.2 litre DOHC 16 valve, 59kw/107nm, 5.6 litre/100km,
CO2 emission 128g/km

STANDARD FEATURES
Alloys - fog lamps - CD player - remote locking with immobiliser - 4 star 
ANCAP - electronic stability control with ABS - EDB + traction control plus 
brake assist - 6 airbags, driver, front passenger, side and curtain, collapsable 
pedal release - three point seatbelts in all fi ve positions

CHECK THE PRICE

$16,995
GST INCLUSIVE PLUS ORC

UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE - TEST DRIVE TODAY

Holden ’sparks’ a mini revolution
BY DEAN TAYLOR

H
olden has packed a huge range
of standard features and person-
ality into its new mini — the

Barina Spark.
I drove both the models on offer —

the CD (under $17K) and CDX (under
$19K) from Rosetown Holden.
Both are powered by a 1.2 litre four-

cylinder engine and have a five speed
manual transmission. Apparently an
automatic is coming.
The engine makes 59kW of power

and 107Nm of torque and has an official
combined cycle fuel consumption of
5.6l/100km.
It competes in the city-car segment,

where it is very good, but is just as good
for driving on our open roads.
It did take me back a few years to

some of my first cars — changing down
to climb a hill and taking a wee bit of
time to reach cruising speed, but all a
driver needs to do is make a few
adjustments to their driving style to
compensate.
At any speed the Barina Spark is a

good ride and a good handling car.
With a wheel at each corner steering

is responsive and positive.
The car has the look of a small three

door hatchback, with it’s ‘hidden’ rear
door handles, but is a property five
door.
Luggage space is limited in stand-

ard form, but enough for groceries or a
couple of bags.
Back seat splits and folds 60/40 to

give more room when needed.
The interior features an instrument

cluster mounted on the steering
column with analogue speedometer,
digital tachometer and several
selectable trip computer functions
which include distance to empty and an
outside temperature display.
The layout gets colour-coded (silver

or red depending on exterior colour)
door trim appliques and textured

inserts which flow from the instrument
panel into the doors. These trim colours
are echoed in the seats.
Both models have a high level of

standard safety features with electronic
stability control (ESC), incorporating an
anti-lock braking system, brake assist,
electronic brakeforce distribution and
traction control, six airbags, front
seatbelt pretensioners and breakaway
pedals.

Also standard is air conditioning,
front power windows and a good four-
speaker AM/FM audio system, with CD
player, iPod/iPhone AUX input and a
USB input for MP3 players.
In car storage isn’t bad either and

includes centre console with front and
rear cupholders, front door pockets
with integrated bottle storage, front
passenger seat side pocket and a
sunglasses holder.

The Barina Spark CD comes with
14-inch alloy wheels, a sports body kit ,
front fog lamps and rear spoiler and has
body-coloured, heated, power-
adjustable exterior mirrors.
The upspec CDX gets 15-inch alloy

wheels, a larger rear body coloured
spoiler, power windows all round,
Sportec-perforated seat trim, Sportec-
wrap multifunction steering wheel and
an underseat storage tray.

Bathurst 2010
more than
a motor race

R
osetown Holden owner Stu
Tervit admits being at
Bathurst this year was quite

an emotional experience.
He signed a deal to sponsor

Taumarunui’s Daniel Jilesen, who
drove a Holden VE Commodore for
Greg Murphy Racing in the Fujitsu
V8 Supercar Series, and says it was
amazing on his first trip to the
‘great race’ to see his business
name Rosetown Holden on the
famous track.
Mr Tervit had already arranged

to attend the event with some
mates when the sponsorship oppor-
tunity came about. The deal was
done and as a bonus Mr Tervit got
to see the Kiwi race.
He says it was an impressive

debut for someone more experi-
enced in open wheelers, and
Rosetown Holden will sponsor
Jilesen again next year in his bid to
compete in the full Australian
Fujitsu V8 Supercar Series.
Mr Tervit says the young Kiwi

has the right attitude and skills to
do well and he is happy to help him
get noticed by the right people to
have a motorsport career.
And he describes the Bathurst

event as a fantastic experience —
from the superb racing to the
entertainment to the (well behaved
but amusing) antics of the huge
crowd.

WIN A HOT LAP
To celebrate Rosetown Holden’s

relationship with up-and-coming
star Daniel Jilesen, the company is
putting hot laps around Hampton
Downs in 2011 with the young driver
up-for-grabs.
To be in to win simply test drive

any Holden from Rosetown Holden,
from the new Spark reviewed on
this page to the latest Commodore,
and you will be in the draw.



WORKSHOP ENTRANCE AT THE REAR OF BUILDING

PHON E NOW TO MAKE YOU R BOOKI NG

07  87 1 - 5 6 3 0
133 ARAWATA STREET, TE AWAMUTU

(next to Mobil service station)

We have two fully qualified senior technicians 
with the total of 34 years experience in the motor trade.

WOF   •  SERVICES   •  CAMBELTS
•  REGISTRATION  •  PARTS

• ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

133 Arawata St, Te Awamutu  • Ph 07 871 5630
www.inghammotorgroup.com
Trevor Hose: 021 298 4271 a/h 07 872 1770
Mike Gibson: 027 574 6253 a/h 07 873 656378
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High Grade workshop faci l i ty, 
covering al l  motoring requirements.

Ingham Mitsubishi, Te Awamutu
Arawata St, Te Awamutu (next to Mobil)
PHONE 07 871 5630
A/Hrs:  Trevor Hose: 021 298 4271 - Mike Gibson: 027 574 6253
www.inghammotorgroup.com
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SAVE OVER $4,000 SAVE OVER $6,000

6 ONLY
6 ONLY

14 ONLY
14 ONLYCOLT LS

1.5 LITRE AUTOMATIC
TOP OF THE RANGETOP OF THE RANGE 

LANCER VRX
(HATCH & SEDAN) 2.4L, LEATHER, 
7 AIRBAGS, REAR SPOILER, BODY-KIT

NEW COLTS ARE PRE REGISTERED PRE REGISTERED

 *  Free servicing includes parts, labour and fl uids for 45,000kms or 3 years which ever occurs fi rst
 **  WOF’s: 3 annual WOF inspections, offer does not include any remedial work
 ***  On road costs including balance of registration, PD check, WOF, full tank of fuel
  Colour options and stock limited. Offer only available while stocks last.

 *  Free servicing includes parts, labour and fl uids for 45,000kms or 3 years which ever occurs fi rst
 **  WOF’s: 3 annual WOF inspections, offer does not include any remedial work
 ***  On road costs including balance of registration, PD check, WOF, full tank of fuel
  Colour options and stock limited. Offer only available while stocks last.
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Our pride and jo

PROUD OWN
Awamutu Mac

BY DEAN TAYLOR

I
have to say it was an
absolute pleasure to be
invited to consider Lloyd

and Ngaire McKain’s ‘pride
and joy’ for DriveBy.
This lovely couple invited

me to their Rukuhia country
home to see their 1972
Chrysler CH 360V8 — which
they bought brand new from
Eric Freed at Te Awamutu
Machinery Ltd for $6042.
Mr McKain was very keen

that I knew this was the
biggest Chrysler engine avail-
able in New Zealand at the
time, and she’s untouched
after all these years.
Mr McKain came to Ruku-

hia after eight years in the
Army, including overseas ser-
vice in North Africa and Italy in
World War II.
He met and married the

love of his life — his best
friend then and still his best
friend after 62 years.
The couple farmed at Ruku-

hia and raised a family.
Mr McKain started working

for his new bride’s father, then
went sharemilking before
becoming a farm owner.
In 1972 they shouted them-

selves the new car — some-
thing they could drive to town
every week and tow the 18ft
boat with on weekends.
Mrs Mckain was even

allowed to drive it, with a
cushion on the seat so she
could see as she’s under five
feet tall in old money.
The Chrysler was a bit of a

family traditions.
Mr McKain was originally

from Taranaki and his father
owned Moturoa Service
Station and had Chryslers and

De Sotos.
The Chrysler

family transpo
years.
Eventually th

chased smaller
but always kep
for special occa
She has only

miles (no kilom
clock) and is in
condition.
A few years

was given a s
repaint to be
wedding car fo
grand-daughters
The only oth

was about 14
when Mr McK

2010 Waikato Boat
Fishing & Leisure
Show success
T

hegates closed on the eight annual Waikato Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show
at Mystery Creek Events Centre with almost 10,000 visitors over the three
day event.
A joint venture between the NZ Marine Industry Association and Mystery

Creek Events Centre; the Waikato Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show is designed to
showcase the marine and leisure industry.
The only marine event of its kind in the Waikato, the show provides an

opportunity for potential buyers to compare brands and models, meet their
region’s merchants and check out the industry’s latest developments.
The build up to the Waikato Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show surpassed prior

years with businesses snapping up sites earlier than before.
The marine marketplace is a competitive environment; therefore exhibitors

put an enormous effort into their displays to attract public interest, furnishing
exhibitions with an impressive range of marine craft and equipment.
Exhibitors are all too familiar with the economic challenges facing

consumers, so although they welcome a lift in sales, it isn’t their sole objective
at the show.
Building relationships and getting their brand in front of the show’s captive

audience is fundamental.
The Waikato Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show 2010 campaign focussed on

attracting staunch boat and fishing enthusiasts that would deliver value to
exhibitors.
The 2011 Waikato Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show will be held Friday, 14 to

Sunday, 16 October at Mystery Creek Events Centre, Hamilton. Further
information about the event can be found at www.waikatoboatshow.co.nz.

Pink Caps for Breast Cancer

T
he 2010 Firestone
Pink Cap drive is
going full steam

with about 70,000
pink tyre valve
caps sold,
which equals
an amazing
$140,000 in
donations
for The
New Zea-
land
Breast Can-
cer Foun-
dation.
The goal of selling all 100,000 caps

and raising a staggering
$200,000 for this won-
derful cause is still
achievable, but only
with the help of gen-
erous New Zea-
landers.
100% of the pro-

ceeds go to The New
Zealand Breast Cancer
Foundation.
Get to your local

Firestone store, or
head to
www.pinkcapdrive.co.nz

and add a touch of pink to
your tyres for just $2 per cap.

406 Alexandra Street TE AWAMUTU ph  870 2535
Visit our website – www.fairviewmotors.co.nz
Grant McConnachie a/h 871 4578 m 027 485 4987 Carolyn Pitcon m 027 264 9512   

Te Awamutu’s most experiencedTe Awamutu’s most experienced 
auto electrician!auto electrician!

MODERN EQUIPMENT

UNRIVALLED EXPERIENCE

UNBEATABLE SERVICE

AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
SPARES & SERVICING
TUNING & BATTERIES

POWER TOOL REPAIRS
AUTO AIR-CONDITIONING

ON SITE SERVICING

Now is the time to get your air conditioning 

unit serviced to beat the heat
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141 GEORGE STREET
(on corner of TA Sports Club) TE AWAMUTU

PHONE 871 4821 ALL HOURS

oy 1972 Chrysler CH 360V8

TC111110DB05

NERS: Lloyd and Ngaire McKain with their 1972 Chrysler CH 360V8 they purchased new from Te
chinery Ltd.

TC111110DB05A

V8 FAN: Lloyd was keen to make sure I knew this was
the 360ci — Chrysler’s biggest V8 available in New
Zealand at the time.

r was the sole
ort for many

he couple pur-
everyday cars,
pt the Chrysler
asions.
y done 102,000
metres on this
all-but original

back she was
pruce up and
used as a

or one of the
s.
her major work
months ago
Kain felt the

transmission needed a
freshen up.
He had her rebuilt under

strict instructions it was to be
put back to original.
The couple love their car

and try to get her out and
about now and then.
Me coming to see them

was another opportunity to
take her for a drive — and I
was given the privilege of
giving her the 10km run round
the block.
She certainly drives great,

and with encouragement from
the owner I was able to let the
V8 have a bit of a stretch
before she went back into her
garage.
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LOU BROWN
OUR TRAINED

TECHNICIAN will
go the extra mile

to ensure your
satisfaction.

 TELEPHONE   HAMILTON TOLL FREE  859 OHAUPO ROAD FACSIMILE
 07 872 0232 07 849 6000 TE AWAMUTU 07 871 8190

Farm Machinery Centre

FOR ALL BIKE SERVICINGFOR ALL BIKE SERVICING

We at Norwoods have been
servicing all brands of bikes

for the last 20 years

• FARM  •  TRAIL  •  ROAD

PHONE NOW ON 872 0232PHONE NOW ON 872 0232

CALL US TODAY 
ABOUT THE NEXT SERVICE FOR YOUR BIKE

www.norwoods.co.nz/teawamutu
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6336674AA

452 BOND ROAD, TE AWAMUTU 
PH: 07 870 6255  FAX: 07 870 6256  

MOB: 021 743 227
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MECHANICAL REPAIRS
 • Towbars
 • Bullbars
 • Muffl ers
 • Light Engineering
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Total AutomotiveTotal  Automotive
&&

Engineering LtdEngineering Ltd
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ULTRA CLEANULTRA CLEAN 
CAR VALETCAR VALET

303 Rickit Rd, Te Awamutu. Ph 870 3452

• Full car groom
• Interior shampoo
• Water marks on
   glass areas
• Cut and polish
• Under bonnet
   detailing
• Free pick up and
   delivery
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Sunday perfect day for HOG run

TC111110DB06A

(RIGHT) PARK UP: Waikato/BOP
H.O.G. Chapter members enjoy
some Te Awamutu sunshine during
Sunday’s stopover.

TC111110DB06B

(BELOW) THEY’RE OFF: Poker Run
participants head for the next stop-
over on Sunday’s run — lunch at the
Cambridge Cosmopolitan Club.

E
ighty Harley-Davidsons and over 100
members of the Waikato Bay of
Plenty H.O.G. Chapter made an

impressive sight when they cruised Te
Awamutu’s main street on Sunday and
parked up at Selwyn Park during their
annual Poker Run.
The group had a perfect day for the run

and were certainly making the most of the
great conditions to achieve their mission
‘To Ride and Have Fun’.
To top it off the best poker hands win

prizes valued at $1750 from sponsors
Road & Sports Motorcycles.



• 17” ALLOYS  • SUNROOF  • 5 SPD ACTIVEMATIC  • 2.5L 4 CYLINDER ENGINE  • BODY KIT  
• CRUISE CONTROL  • ABS BRAKES  • 6 AIRBAGS  • DYNAMIC STABILITY CONTROL
• 3 YEAR 100,000KM FREE SERVICING

SAVE OVER $4000

Price includes on road costs, 
Black or Celestial Blue only.

2 ONLY

$36,995

HATCH AUTO

incl GST
ON ROAD  DRIVE AWAY

GRANT WILKS
Mob (027) 4 948 672
gwilks@wilksbrooke.co.nz

www.wilksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu.  Phone 871 3079

NEIL GOODRICK
Mob (027) 292 9040

ngoodrick@wilksbrooke.co.nz

410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069

TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

TO NY FAB I S H
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired 
back to factory specifi cations

• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass service centre 
• Repair small chips and cracks in your car windscreen

• Vero • AA  • SIS  
• AMP • Axiom • Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance • Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  • NZI Insurance 
• State insurance

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR

Had an AccidentHad an Accident
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck 
Need a Courtesy Car
WindscreenWindscreen
Chipped or BrokenChipped or Broken
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www.wi lksbrooke.co.nz

132 Kihikihi Rd, Te Awamutu

PH 871 3079 JOSEPH FARROW
Parts Manager

jfarrow@wilksbrooke.co.nz

ANDREW EASTERBROOK
aeasterbrook@wilksbrooke.co.nz 

Phone 871 3959

Housings - Rotors - Seals - Gaskets
Gasket Sets - Oil Filters & accessories

VISIT WILKSBROOKE MAZDA
VISIT WILKSBROOKE MAZDA

For all yourFor all your
rotary parts

October cover car wins
AA Energywise Rally
T

he Supreme Award for the car that
cost the least to complete the 2010
AA Energywise Rally, including fuel

and road user charges, went to the new
hybrid vehicle, the Honda Insight S —
which featured in last month’s DriveBy.
The Rally is a race with a difference,

with 49 vehicles covering 1,763 kilometres
in four days, competing for the
title of the most
fuel efficient
car, and the
most fuel
efficient driv-
ing team.
The Honda

Insight S cost
just $147.83 to
cover the dis-
tance.
The Driver

Award, for the
team that
achieved the great-
est percentage
improvement on the
manufacturer’s fuel
consumption figure,
went to Emma
Gilmour, Donald
Holder and Stan
Tucker driving the
Subaru WRX STI, beat-
ing the manufacturer’s
figure by almost 23%.
The Environmental

Award, for the car that
completed the distance with the lowest
overall CO2 emissions, went to the Toyota
Prius which emitted 102.11 grams of CO2
per kilometre.
The Rally takes place every two years

and is jointly organised by the AA, the
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Auth-
ority (EECA), and Gull Petroleum New
Zealand.
In addition to the Supreme, Driver and

Environmental awards, vehicles competed
in eight different classes, ranging from
micro to commercial, for the title of the

most fuel efficient vehicle in that class.
There are also three category awards for
the most fuel efficient petrol, diesel and
hybrid vehicles.
Stella Stocks, General Manager AA

Motoring Services, says she is delighted
with the results. ‘‘It’s been a cracking

competition this year, with
the lead changing at the
end of day three. It’s great
to see so many different
manufacturers among the
winners, because this
means a better for
choice for New Zealand
consumers when they
are looking for their
new fuel efficient car.’’
EECA Chief Execu-

tive, Mike Underhill
congratulated the
Subaru team for their
excellent driving that
saw them beat the
stated fuel econ-
omy of the WRX by
close to 23%.
‘ ‘What the

Rally consistently
shows is that the
way you drive
your car makes a
massive differ-
ence to the

amount of fuel you use.
And fuel efficient driving is something

every single motorist can do, starting
today.’’
Class Winners: Small, Honda Jazz 1.3;

Compact, Honda Insight S; Medium,
Toyota Camry Hybrid; Large, BMW 520d
SE Sedan; Small Lifestyle, Mitsubishi ASX
Sport 1.8L 4WD Diesel; Large Lifestyle,
Subaru Outback 2.0D Euro Spec.
Single Entry Classes: Micro, Suzuki

Alto AMF310GL; Commercial, Volkswagen
Transporter TDI.
Category Winners: Petrol, Suzuki Alto

AMF310GL; Diesel, Mini Cooper d; Hybrid,
Toyota Prius.



Waikato Toyota

29 Kihikihi Road, Te Awamutu. Tel: 07 872 0017
AFTER HOURS: Les Murrel - Branch Manager 0275 656 565. 

Craig Dove - Vehicle Sales 021 034 2775

Life’s all about what you can fi t in.
The all-new 2011 Toyota Highlander is the 
complete SUV designed to keep up with 
whatever your lifestyle can throw at it. 
Toyota’s Highlander is available 2WD or 
4WD and crammed with loads of features 
that are far from standard: a 201kW 3.5L 
V6 engine, 7 seats, 11 airbags, reversing 
camera, vehicle stability control, 
sequential shift transmission, Bluetooth 
audio and 8 cup-holders. 
What else you fi t in, is up to you.

CALL IN AND TALK TO LES OR CRAIG.
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2011 Toyota Highlander out now

BY DEAN TAYLOR

N
ext year’s Toyota Highlander sport
utility is now on sale featuring a
freshened exterior and interior

enhancements over the outgoing model.
The 2011 Highlander offers the choice

of 2WD and 4WD entry-level models,
plus the flagship 4WD Limited. All
models are seven seaters.
I drove Waikato Toyota’s top-of-the-

range Limited which is priced around
$67K. The base models come in at
around $54K and $59K.
The Highlander’s 3.5-litre V6 quad

cam petrol engine delivers 201kW and
337Nm through a five-speed automatic
transmission with sequential manual-
style gear selection. Fuel consumption is
11l/100km for the 2WD and 11.6l/100km
for 4WD versions.
Performance is terrific, and despite

being a big vehicle, the Highlander feels
quick and quite agile.
The exterior has a revised bonnet,

bumper, front guard, headlight and grille
designs as well as new bumper, lamps
and spoiler designs at the rear — plus
gets chrome accents and black contrasts
on the lower section of the front and rear
bumpers and rocker panels.
A new feature is puddle lamps

integrated into the left and right door
mirrors which illuminate the ground
beside the vehicle.
The base models ride on new, sportier

seven spoke 17-inch wheels and the
Limited has the same popular 19-inch
wheels from the previous model.
Inside there are numerous

improvements, but it is the functionality
of the seating that impresses.
The middle seat in the second row

can be removed and replaced with a
removable tray, featuring two cup
holders and a lidded storage compart-
ment. This stows under the front centre
console when not required.

The third row seats are now split
50/50 and can be folded separately to
give more flexibility for carrying cargo or
passengers. The second and third-row
seats fold flat to provide more luggage
space — up to 2700 litres — and the
second-row seats in the 4WD Limited
have a one-touch, remote release system
for easy conversion to luggage space.
Standard safety features on all 2011

Highlander models are impressive, and
include hill-start assist control (HAC)

and, in 4WD models, downhill assist
control (DAC) for slippery off-road
conditions.
In car entertainment is state-of-the

art and features an MP3/WMA-
compatible CD player with audio input
jack, USB and Bluetooth handsfree
capability.
All models have a multi-information

display with a 3.5-inch colour screen that
displays the view from the reversing
camera and trip computer.

Judging underway
for 2010 awards

S
ixty vehicles have been
entered in the 2010 AA
Motoring Excellence Awards,

the ‘Oscars’ of the New Zealand
motoring industry.
‘‘The AA Motoring Excellence

Awards provide impartial and truly
independent assessments of new
vehicles for Kiwi motorists,’’ says
Stella Stocks, AA Motoring
Services General Manager.
The 11 award categories this

year are: small, compact, medium,
large, small and large crossover,
luxury/executive, and performance
cars; environmental; motoring
journalism; customer satisfaction;
and safety.
A Supreme Winner will also be

announced.
The 60 vehicles, worth $3.8

million, are being judged this week
at Taupo Motor Sport Park. Each
vehicle is being assessed on its
design, performance, dynamics,
practicality, execution, value for
money and safety.
This year’s judges are motoring

writers Jacqui Madelin, Brian
Cowan, and David Linklater; as well
as TV3’s motoring reporter Shaun
Summerfield, the AA’s Andrew Bay-
liss, and New Zealand rally driving
champion Emma Gilmour.
Toyota, Lexus, Audi, Volks-

wagen, Peugeot, Skoda, Honda,
Mitsubishi, Subaru, Hyundai,
Suzuki, Ford, Kia, Holden, BMW,
Mini and Mercedes-Benz have
entered this year’s awards.
The winners, including the 2010

AA Motoring Excellence Award
Supreme Winner, wi l l be
announced at a gala dinner in
Auckland on 3 December.
The AA organises the Motoring

Excellence Awards with the support
of MARAC, The New Zealand
Herald, Castrol New Zealand, Wag
The Dog, EECA, and the NZ Motor
Industry Training Organisation
(Inc).


