Manage feed surplus

ow well farmers manage this
I—I year’s spring surplus feed will

determine how well their
cows milk through the summer,
advises DairyNZ General Manager
Field Extension, Dave Miller.

The right pasture management
decisions made today will have a
significant effect on the farmers end
of season result.

DairyNZ Development Team
Leader Productivity Rob Brazendale
agrees.

“Most dairy farms in New Zea-
land are experiencing excellent late
spring conditions with pasture
growth rates well in excess of cow
demands,” he says.

“Some areas are recording
growth rates greater than 90kgDM/
ha/day.”

Feed surpluses are developing
rapidly, which provides a great
opportunity to feed cows well and
replenish depleted supplement
reserves. However, there is also a risk
that pasture quality will be lost and
summer milk production comprom-
ised when too much attention is paid
to daily milk production and not
enough is paid to pasture manage-
ment.

Maintaining post grazing residuals
at 1500-1600kgDM/ha (7-8 clicks
on the plate meter) and cow intakes
at 3.5 percent of live weight have
been demonstrated to be the keys to
maintaining pasture quality and
achieving good production levels.
These targets can be achieved by
offering the right amount of pre-
grazing cover.

The equation to use is (stocking
rate X intake of pasture x rotation
length) + target residual. For
example, a farm stocked at 3.5
cows/ha with 500kg LW cows on a
21-day round the pre-grazing level
should be 2700kgDM/ha.

To maintain the right pre and
post grazing levels farmers should:
Regularly monitor their feed situa-
tion. A rule of thumb as to how often
to walk the farm is to divide the

rotation length by three e.g. a
rotation of 21 days means the farm
should be walked weekly Know the
trigger pre-grazing cover, average
pasture cover and daily growth rate
required to feed the cows. This
enables early identification of any
genuine surpluses.

Where post grazing levels of
1500-1600kgDM/ha are not
achieved either put the cows back in
the paddock, top the paddocks or ear

mark the paddock for silage.

If you have 10% or more clumps
in the paddock residuals are too high.

“However, farmers should avoid
dropping out too many paddocks at
the same time and finding themselves
in a feed deficit if pasture growth
rates decline,” says Mr Brazendale.

“To make the best quality silage
and minimise risk, harvesting small
areas often is the best policy especi-
ally on highly stocked farms.”
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SPRING SPECIALS

Kuhn GAT301 Rake, 2 rator tralled,
6.4 to 7.3m working width

Priced from

$10,990

+ LST

Kuhn GMD Disc Mowers,
Tull range from 2.4 to 3.1m

Kuhn HR302B8 Power Harrow,
3 Metre, Packer Roller

Farm Machinery

1M ss Drive, Otorohanga
Phone (07) 873 4004 www.giltrapfm.co.nz

KUHN NEW ZEALAND

.i-' e L

Bene ts
» Less cost more economical

just slides out from under

and fold down plastic, then
bales are ready to load

¢ Less plastic to dispose of
better than 50% less
plastic used

+ Ideal for square bales
up to 1.8 metres
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WHY TUBEWRAP SILAGE

Get the best return for your dollar by tube wrapping your silage i iy

* Reduced losses-Due to no rehandling and no breaking of
seal- Bales are untouched once wrapped the tube wrapper

+ Better quality silage due to the above
+ Easier to feed out - Just cut along top then down each side

(L B e I S e TR R

AVAILABLE NOW
Tube Wrapping - Single & Double

Spraying

Hoeing
Ploughing
Discing

Power Harrowing
Maize Planting

Power Harrow Seeding

Call Rukuhia Contracting today for all your agricultural requirements

TODAY S TECHNOLOGY - YESTERDAY S RELIABILITY

116a Livingstone Road, Ngahinapouri - Ph Of ce 07 825 2130

Johnny Burnside (Operations Manager) 021 220 1292 - Simon Ellis 021 220 1767
L e T R A A e W AT TR M e

Mowing

Chopping Grass Silage
Chopping Maize Silage
Square Baling

Drilling Grass & Turnips
Spreading Lime & Fertiliser
Fert/Lime/Urea/Bail Cartage
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Livestock Brokers

SERVIGE BULLS

I HEREFORD 0 ANGUS 0 FRIESIAN 2YR
PHONE: 0800 827 455

THE BULL MAN

“Need a Bull? Then Lease a Bull”

6492034AA

07 870 4552 07 823 5497
PO Box 202, CAMBRIDGE

admin@byl.co.nz

6492042AA

BARRY AND SONIA LAWRY

CONTRACTING
SPECIALISTS IN AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

-BI-G SQUARE & ROUND BALES

Complete job - mowing, raking, baling, wrapping,
stacking, cartage, (share jobs)

All your SILAGE
REQUIREMENTS uwith

loaderwagons - 2 available

e

SLU RRY SPREADER Hydraulically controlled for even application rate.

Spreads up to 70 feet. Handles everything from slurry to solids.

+ ORGANIC MANURE SPREADER
+ SPRAYING 10m boom ¢ DIGGER AVAILABLE

Digger Enquiries Ph Wayne Harrison Owner Operator 021 116 6689

CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS
Barry & Sonia Lawry - Ph 027 494 7185, a/h res (07) 872 2721

Features of this

building

Garage / Workshop
Garage / Sleepout

Garage / Office

Ensuite option

Double glazing

GCarage Door option

RS Illl_ll-\. riwnm siyle buibding
re=2. 800 &isil. Can inclhude i

Roof pitch

ELibe

IDEAL
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Lepto rls conflred

RR141008SP11

WORKERS use gloves, masks, earmuffs and protective eyeware to

avoid contracting leptospirosis.

eat workers are exposed to
M leptospira from handling

sheep carcasses, a large
scale study by Massey University
researchers has confirmed.

The study, reported in the New
Zealand Veterinary Journal, was
initiated after an increase in reports of
the numbers of meat workers with
leptospirosis in 2002/03. A number
of the cases occurred in meat workers
employed in a sheep-only abattoir.

The research was conducted at a
North Island sheep-only abattoir that
accepted sheep for slaughter from
various areas of the country.

“Although we suspected this was
the case, it was important to establish
the facts and this study certainly
shows us that there is a problem
here,” says New Zealand Veterinary
Association member David West,
who was one of the investigators.

The animals examined came
from 89 farms and 11 different
districts.

“Overall we found that about half
the sampled lines and sheep farms
we looked at showed evidence of
leptospiral infection,”” says Professor
West.

“The danger from animals with
leptospirosis is that the bacteria
lodge in the kidneys and get passed in
the urine.

“This poses quite a risk to meat
workers when they are handling
sheep carcasses.

“From our results we calculated
that 13 in every 1000 sheep slaugh-
tered were potentially passing infec-
tive leptospires.

“Leptospirosis is a re-emerging
disease around the world, and one
that is almost always acquired
through contact with animals and
animal products.

“In New Zealand it is the most
frequently notified occupational dis-
ease caught from animals.

“The worrying thing is that the
official notification rate tends to
decline but it is only the tip of the
iceberg.

“The true number of cases in
humans is potentially very high but

has not been demonstrated,”
Professor West.

He says research in New Zealand
in the 1970’s led to a better
understanding of the disease in
livestock, and widespread vacci-
nation of cattle and pigs resulted in
declining numbers of human cases.

“Dairy and pig farm workers used
to be the highest risk group but now
we are seeing many more cases in
the meat processing industry and in
meat workers employed in sheep-
only abattoirs.

“In the past we did not consider
sheep a high risk for leptospirosis but
it looks as if this is changing.”

Another study conducted at a
sheep-only abattoir in the Hawke’s
Bay found 9.5% of meat workers had
had prior infection.

Massey researchers estimate that
the risk of a new infection over the
course of a single season may be as
high as 3%.

“Surprisingly, the infection rate
was highest at slaughter positions
prior to evisceration. Keeping cattle
or pigs at home, slaughtering of
cattle and occasional floods of home
properties all added to the risk.

Sheep are not routinely vacci-
nated against leptospirosis and the
efficacy of vaccination of sheep in
New Zealand farming conditions has
not yet been established,” according
to Professor West.

Although this study has con-
firmed that sheep are potential
sources of leptospirosis for meat
workers, he cautions that the results
are from a single abattoir and further
studies are needed to find if this
represents a true picture for the
whole country.

“Much more research is needed
to define the risks to meat workers
and others who work with sheep and
it is too soon to draw conclusions or
introduce interventions that may not
be effective.

“We need to keep an open mind
and do more work to find sources of
infection to sheep and more about
how the infection is passed in sheep
flocks.”

says

BAILEY INGHAM LIMITED

HARTERED
CCAHUNTANTS

specialising in
* Farming and Business Accounting
e Personal and Company Taxation
* Investment
* Budgeting and Planning
* Family Trust Management

For a no obligation free interview and
personalised, highly experienced service to discuss
your accounting and farming requirements

CONTACT US ON

Otorohanga

FREEPHONE 0800 482 928

6490087AA

18 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga
Ph (07) 873 7325 * Fax (07) 873 8461




InCalf — The silver bullet
to improved reproduction

By Greg
McNeil —
veterinarian
and branch
manager

of the

Te Awamutu
firm

VetEnt

Te Awamutu.

or years vets farmers and
F advisors have been looking for

the silver bullet to solve farm
reproduction problems. Well InCalf
may be that solution.

InCalf is a DairyNZ initiative
(based on an Australian model) and
has the objective ‘To enable New
Zealand dairy farmers to achieve
measured improvement in herd
reproductive performance.’

The InCalf approach encourages
farmers to make step-by-step gains
over time, making effective use of

their network of advisers.

This sound’s like warm fuzzies

and not the silver bullet I earlier
suggested but here’s how it works:
o Firstly you need to understand
where your herd’s performance
stands in relation to what is achiev-
able. InCalf has two key measures of
reproductive performance the six
week in calf rate (target 78%) and the
herd’s empty rate (this target
depends on your herd’ six week incalf
rate and mating length). These two
measures will now be the industry
standard measures of performance.

A fertility focus report (FFR) is
available to most dairy farmers to
measure your performance and help
identify opportunities for improve-
ment;

e Secondly, InCalf has identified the
economic benefits of improving your
herds reproductive performance.
Conservative figures show that for
every 1% improvement in your
herd’s six week in calf rate is worth
$4 for every cow in your herd. A 1%
reduction in your empty rate is worth
$10 for every cow in your herd;

[ ]

Thirdly, InCalf uses a model that

highlights the eight key ingredients
that make up the reproductive cake
these are: Calving pattern; heifer
management; body condition and
nutrition; heat detection; dealing with
non cyclers; AB practices; bull man-
agement and cow health.

InCalf also identifies key times of
the year and applies the relevant
ingredients and specific learning
tools to identify the ‘gap’ in perform-
ance.

You can then measure the oppor-
tunity for improvement, consider the
options for change, implement the
strategy then review the outcomes.

The thing I like about InCalf is that
it takes the focus away from the more
traditional silver bullets like trace
elements, cidrs etc and will force
advisors to focus on the whole
picture including the farm system.

It is not until farmers and advisors
take a farm system approach to
reproduction that the step by step
improvements will be made.

As an InCalf trained advisor and
facilitator I am more than willing to
dicuss the InCalf concept with you.
Contact me on 07 872 0240 or 027
440 2786.

Purchase will have repercussions

chairman, Donald Aubrey says

the government’s purchase of St
James High Country Station is likely to
influence a Land Valuation Tribunal
Hearing in Dunedin this week. The
tribunal will consider the legitimacy of
values used to set new rent for South
Island pastoral leases.

St James incorporates New Zea-
land’s largest pastoral lease,
78,196ha. It has been purchased by
the government for $40 million as a
designated park.

“Clearly government isn’t going to

F ederated Farmers High Country

head
office

6490729AA

buy something that it already owns.
The $40 million payable to the
Stevenson family represents the mar-
ket rate which largely consists of a
payment to extinguish the rights
attributable to the lessee. It does not
include the Crown’s interest in the
land. It is that interest that the land
valuation tribunal will consider. This is
the basis on which pastoral lease rents
are set.”

“More recently Land Information
New Zealand has demanded additional
rent payment for things such as the
view,” Mr Aubrey said.

By providing our
own Roundwood from

As part of the St James deal the
Crown requires all livestock to be
removed from the lease. Mr Aubrey
says where Pastoral Lessees have
controlled pests and weeds, the
change of ownership now means this
cost now falls on the taxpayer.

“Not only are there no livestock
from which to gain revenue but the
spread of some weeds without grazing
will increase markedly. Large areas are
expensive to maintain free of weeds
and pests and will prove a considerable
challenge for the DoC, which now has
this responsibility.”’

FENCING - FENCING - FENCING

The Apperley family
have locally owned
and operated Apperleys
Roundwood and Timber
for the past 35 years.

raw material to end

product, we know our’s
is second to none.

o o

roundwood
38 Kawhia Road

OTOROHANGA
Ph/Fax 07 873 8223

& timber Itd
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Vaccination/Worming/
Fly Protection for your
young Lambs and Calves

Your calves and lambs

deserve the best. See the - .-

team at VetEnt today Srnurlfrr:;a -
W=l =117

VetEnt VetEnt VetEnt

Otorohanga Te Kuiti
18 Tuhoro Street 6 Seddon Street

P 07 873 8275 P 07 878 0020

F 07 873 7059 F 07 878 6090

Te Awamutu
Crn Benson and
Ohaupo Roads
P 07 872 0240
F 07 872 0246

wWww.vetent.co. n z

o B I o P o gt

150 X 40 (140 X 32 FINISH)
WIDE TREAD #1 DECKING H3

4.67/mtr... -
4.18/mtr...

ON PACKET LOTS (300M APPROX.)

Email: apperleys@xtra.co.nz

274 Rickit Road
TE AWAMUTU

Ph/Fax 07 871 5620
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Jgjc’,.\ ARE'ON:

J“BEAT THEM'NGW SAVE UP TO $1250 .on some models

“TRX 420 FM

WENEIORDEREDJURIINRGE

0 We (an pass the savings on to you

/ PETER GLIDDEN HONDA

HONDA 462 OHAUPO RD - TE AWAMUTU - PH 871 7317 - FX 871 7302
hondas@xtra.co.nz

VAUGHAN GLIDDEN | SHANE BLACKWELL | PETER GLIDDEN | QUIN FOGG
A/H 07 889 4986 - Mob 021 720 122 A/H 07 870 2474 - Mob 021 740 890 Mob 021 720 128 Mob 021 798 565

666666666




