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Dairy farmers have plenty of incentive 
to make every post a winning post 
when it comes to calf rearing this 

spring, and vet-only Rotagen Combo is a great 
way of helping them do so. 

The unique natural product from Te 
Awamutu-based Vetpack has already es-
tablished a solid following but this season 
presents a real opportunity to grow the mar-
ket further, the company says. 

“With the increase in payout, and the 
demand for extra replacement stock – not 
to mention the prices being paid for them 
– it is essential that every replacement calf 

is not only kept alive this spring, but reared 
to perform to the best of her ability as an 
adult,” says Vetpack technical manager Lind-
say Chitty. 

Rotagen Combo is a dried egg yolk product 
made from eggs laid from hens that have 
been vaccinated with Rotavirus 6 and 10 virus 
antigens. 

The hyper immune status that these hens 
achieve ensures very high levels of antibodies 
end up in the yolk of the eggs. 

“New Zealand is the only country in the 
world where specifi c antibodies against 
specifi c pathogens - Rotagen Combo - are a 

Prevent, treat scours with a combo

registered animal remedy. 
“Similar products are used widely overseas as 

growth promotants in calves and piglets, with very 
good results,” says Mr Chitty.

Rotagen Combo can also prevent and treat scours 
caused by Cryptosporidia, E. coli, Salmonella typhimu-
rium and Coronovirus

The main cause of neonatal calf scours is Rotavirus, 
which affects very young calves but can hit older 
calves up until at least one month old. 

Other pathogens can be involved, but Rotavirus 
infection is always present in at least 80% of scour 
outbreaks.

The disease is characterized by severe diarrhoea 
which has a distinctive smell, dehydration, and a 
death rate of 20% or more without treatment. 

“Unprotected calves can result in an infection rate 
of 80% or more in severe outbreaks,” Mr Chitty says. 

The costs of treating scouring calves and the deaths 
are the obvious costs of an outbreak, but hidden costs 
are probably even more important. 

Because affected calves receive a severe setback at 
a young age, and there is damage to the intestinal lin-
ing, growth rates are reduced. 

“Most farmers who have experienced outbreaks 
know that calves that have had the scours never 
grow as well as non-infected calves and have diffi -
culty reaching target liveweights. This is a huge cost 
because the lifetime production from an affected calf 
is going to be reduced.”

A simple programme of treating calves at birth 
with a drench of Rotagen Combo once a day for fi ve 
days will prevent clinical cases of Rotavirus. 

Mr Chitty says like any prevention programme, all 
calves need to be treated, not just the replacement 
calves. 

The other important aspect of Rotavirus control is 
to reduce the environmental contamination of any 
Rotavirus virus that may be in the environment. 

He says an effective virucide such as Vetpack Vetsan 
should be used to spray out the calf shed before the 
season begins. 

The active ingredient of Vetpack Vetsan is stabilized 
chlorine dioxide which is a very potent virucide, bac-
tericide, fungicide and oocide.

A combined approach ensures the best results 
when it comes to calf health, Mr Chitty says. 

“Rotagen works by coating the virus particle with 
antibodies which render it inactive. It doesn’t kill the 
virus, but prevents it from causing any damage to the 
intestinal lining. 

“If the calf is later exposed to Rotavirus because of a 
breakdown in the control of the environmental con-
tamination, Rotagen treated calves can still get Rota-
virus, and will need to be treated again, as in any other 
form of treatment. So the key is to blanket treat as a 
preventative, and prevent environmental contamina-
tion by effective and regular spraying of calf sheds.”
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An industry analyst 
says it’s going to take 
more than struc-

tural changes to revitalise 
New Zealand’s sheep meat 
industry, and the meat 
processing industry needs 
to take a long hard look at 
developing new products 
for new markets. 

Agribusiness economist 
Professor Frank Scrim-
geour (right), who’s also 
Dean of the University of 
Waikato Management 
School, was commenting 
on PGG Wrightson’s move 
to consolidate the indus-
try by purchasing a 50% 
stake in Silver Fern Farms, 
one of two rival farmer co-
operative processors. An 
earlier industry merger 
attempt involving the 
two cooperatives failed 
in April.

Prof Scrimgeour par-
ticipated in a study by the 
Agribusiness Research 
and Education Network 
(AREN) analysing the key 
elements of success and 
failure in the New Zealand 
sheep meat industry be-
tween 1980 and 2007.

“The PGG Wrightson 
deal does have the poten-
tial to improve capacity 
utilisation which is criti-
cal given declining sheep 
numbers in some regions,” 
he said. “However it does 
muddy the waters to 
have both a cooperative 
and an investor owned 
fi rm trying to run the one 
business.”

Prof Scrimgeour noted 

it wasn’t all bad news in 
the sheep meat industry. 
While fl ock sizes had fall-
en, lambing percentages 
and weight per lamb had 
risen. He said the industry 
was currently back to its 
historic average return 
rate on assets of 2%, but 
that the shift to dairying 
would exacerbate prob-
lems as less stock became 
available. 

“The industry has been 
adapting – for example, 
we’ve moved towards 
chilled meat rather than 
frozen, and from car-
casses to cuts, but the big 
question is to what extent 
the industry continues 
to focus on the European 
market,” he said.

Preferential access with 
quotas has made Europe 
the market of choice, but 
Prof Scrimgeour said 

there was growing poten-
tial in Asian markets. “We 
have to consider whether 
the European preference 
for skinny lambs with as-
sociated costs is a fi t with 
the costs and specs for 
other markets. We may 
yet see the return of the 
Southdown ram.”

The Southdown ram is 
known for its high-yield-
ing carcass and meat 
quality.

Prof Scrimgeour said 
the industry must be 
realistic about its pros-
pects. “The PGG Wrightson 
consolidation move may 
help, but in itself it will 
not resolve the funda-
mental farmer/processor 
tensions, market develop-
ment challenges or be able 
to soften the impact of 
40 years of declining wool 
prices.”

Look to develop 
sheep meat markets
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Demand for herd recording grows 
The leader in dairy herd record-

ing in New Zealand, LIC (Live-
stock Improvement) has, for 

the last 10 years, provided a growing 
number of goat farmers with herd 
testing and herd recording - and 
more products are in the pipeline. 

Over the past year, LIC has worked 
with farmers and the Dairy Goat 
Co-operative, to develop a range of 
goat-friendly products and services. 

“Goat and dairy farmers share 
common goals - to breed elite 
animals, and maximise their 
productive capabilities,” says LIC 
FarmWise consultant Ken Bartlett, 
a member of the collaborative 
team.

“Working with the team has given 
us a better appreciation of the needs 
of goat farmers, and the potential 
for LIC to add value, on-farm. 

“We’ve enhanced MINDA software 
and generally ensured our systems 

are better geared to the needs of 
the goat industry - but perhaps 
the biggest innovation is the 
introduction of lactose testing 
from herd test samples. This service 
is now available to all goat farmers, 
around New Zealand.” 

‘Goat-friendly’ changes to MINDA 
include the ability to 

● Enter multiple births. 
● Tag one-year-old animals to a 

herd number 
● View historic animals 
● Generate a Removed Animals 

Report and a Somatic Cell Count 
Report 

● Access additional animal 
information through the ancestry 
and production tabs Create. 

And that’s just a start. Ken Bartlett 
says more enhancements are in the 
pipeline, including 

● Spread sheets for cost/profi t 
– using herd test data to compare 

feed costs. 
● Data collection to assist DGC 

gather information needed for the 
possible introduction of a breeding 
scheme. 

● Developing M-Note for 
recording data access 

As in dairying, many of the 
enhancements are farmer driven 
- eg farmers saying what they need 
on farm, and LIC bringing this to life 
- and this philosophy is being driven 
with the goat industry too. 

“We need farmers to think 
about the potential values animal 
performance software can bring to 
their farming businesses, and let us 
(or their Co-operative) know, so we 
can consider them. Our business is 
about improving the profi tability of 
all farmers; we value and enjoy our 
interaction with the goat industry 
and want this to grow,” Ken Bartlett 
said. 

Herd tester 
of the year

Taranaki Herd Test 
Technician, Peter 
Burnnand, has been 

named the LIC Posca Herd 
Tester of the Year. 

The Award, character-
ised by the name of the 
pen (Posca), used to write 
cow numbers on the side 
of the pottles which con-
tain the milk samples, was 
developed to encourage 
and recognise a standard 
of excellence on farm in a 
task many farmers believe 

to be instrumental to production and profi t. 
LIC general manager fi eld operations, Andrew Fear, 

said herd test fi eld technicians, assists, sample transport 
drivers and client trainers are the face of herd testing. 

“They’re out there all-year round, in all weathers, main-
taining the highest levels of customer service, profes-
sionalism and team work. They’re often invisible (com-
ing and leaving before the day begins or ends in the farm 
dairy) so this Award brings them into the limelight.” 

Mr Burnnand, better known as ‘Skippy’ to his South 
Taranaki colleagues is, according to his team mates at 
Taranaki, a quiet achiever and the ‘can do man’.

Mr Fear admitted the race for the national prize was 
very tight – “demonstrating the quality and passion 
present in the Herd Testing team. A search across nine 
LIC Herd Test Depots and more than 300 Herd Testing 
Field Staff, revealed a select group of outstanding Herd 
Testing Field Staff,” he said. 

“A number of factors were considered when determin-
ing the regional winners,” said Mr Fear. 

“These included, but were not limited to, KPI (Key Per-
formance indicators) performance, customer service 
(based on feedback from client survey forms and phone 
surveys), herd testing knowledge (assessed via a quiz), 
teamwork (via a ‘people’s choice’ vote) and manager/
team leader feedback. 

“Over the past 18 years that he has been with LIC, 
Skippy has by force of personality and expertise, devel-
oped an almost legendary status in the coastal area of 
Taranaki for client service and staff support.” 

PETER BURNNAND

Certified top
LIC Northland’s Herd 

Testing team leader, 
Gayel Berghan, is 

the fi rst person in New 
Zealand to achieve the 
National Certifi cate in 
Dairy Farming (Herd 
Testing - Level 3). 

The certifi cate was 
introduced in 2006 
and covers planning, 
preparation for and 
carrying out of herd 
testing, inspecting and 
calibrating milk meters 
and understanding herd testing equipment. It also 
teaches about farm dairy layout, design and hazards, 
farm dairy equipment and safety in the workplace. 

Ms Berghan, who is a member of LIC’s Herd Testing 
Team in Whangarei, was among the fi rst intake to the 
course, along with 25 others. 

Of the 11 papers, Gayel completed eight compulsory 
papers over a period of two years, she was able to cross-
credit some previously earned relevant credits. 

The course was developed by dairy industry experts 
LIC and Waikato LIC Herd Test Managers in conjunction 
with AgITO. 

GAYEL BERGHAN
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TAEGE 3M 20 ROW TRAILED DRILL           
MF 399/4, GOOD MIXER TRACTOR
CASE 1394/4 CROWD FEL           
CASE MX110 PEARSON FEL
MF 4270 PEARSON 2039 FEL
NH. TL90 CAB, MUILLEUX LOADER
MF 265 8SPD, MINT FEL   
CASE 5140 PEARSON FEL
MC120 POWER 6, 2 ARRIVING           
AITCHISON TINE DRILL, DUAL BOX
SHIBAURA 8340/4, FEL, 2 AVAILABLE           
FIAT 45-66DT, PEARSON, DUALS, 
CREEP BOX
CASE 1394/2 PEARSON POWERSHIFT,
A VERY ORIGINAL POPULAR MODEL
MF 295/2, 90HP WITH FEL, 
GREAT MIXER UNIT
JOHN DEERE 1640/2 PEARSON FEL, 
NEW PTO PACK, GOOD MODEL
ISEKI T7000 PEARSON FEL, 
SERVICE HISTORY
TANCO 550S ROUND BALE WRAPPER
JD 1640/2, PEARSON FEL
MF185/2, BARE TRACTOR

The best feed mixer forThe best feed mixer for 
your herdyour herd
A TOTAL FEED SOLUTION!
The JAY•LOR T.M.R. (total mix ration) 
is used to blend all necessary feeding 
components into a balanced Total Mix 
Ration. This method ensures T.M.R.
farmers can gain control over exactly 
what their cows eat and provide the 
nutrition they require.

USED TRACTORS AND MACHINERY

FORD 4610/2, PEARSON LOADER
CASE 895XL CABIN, DUALS, 
EXCELLENT EXAMPLE
TAARUP T8, LEGENDARY TWIN 
SATELLITE WRAPPER, TIPPER
CASE 895/4 ROPS, PEARSON
FIAT 55/66DT, PEARSON QUADLOCK 
LOADER
CX RANGE TRACTORS CX70, 80, 90S 
ROPS & CABS & FELS
LANDINI 8860/4 80HP WITH TRIMA FEL, 
12X12 TRANS, ONLY 1054HRS
LANDINI POWERFARM 85, FEL, ONLY 
600HRS, IMMAC, SUIT NEW BUYERS
MCCORMICK MTX125 132HP, BAR 
AXLES, FEL AVAILABLE
CASE CX80, CABIN, PEARSON 2036 
LOADER, ONLY 3000HRS
CASE CX90 CABIN, QUICKIE FEL, 
GOOD HRS, POPULAR AND VERY TIDY
NH.L85 CAB, PEARSON FEL
LD85 KVERNELAND, 3 FURROW
OVER-RUN PLOUGH, 4 FURROW
SAM 9M3 SIDE FEED
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Rural Roundup Dates

The Te Awamutu Courier publishes a special monthly farming 
supplement The Rural Roundup.
Our paper is delivered to 11,634 homes including 5082 rural 
clients in the Te Awamutu area from north of Otorohanga 
in the south , to Kaipak/Te Pahu in the north and out to 
Oparau/Kawhia in the west
To assist with your forward planning below are the dates and 
features for the Rural Roundup for the balance of 2008.

August 19: Grow Maize 2008/2009August 19: Grow Maize 2008/2009

September 16: Summer Crop options & Silage MakingSeptember 16: Summer Crop options & Silage Making

October 14: Cropping, Silage and HayOctober 14: Cropping, Silage and Hay

November 18: Hay/Silage and Calf Club ResultsNovember 18: Hay/Silage and Calf Club Results

For further information please phone:For further information please phone:
ADVERTiSING: Alan Price or Heather AndrewADVERTiSING: Alan Price or Heather Andrew

EDITORIAL: Dean Taylor or Cathy AsplinEDITORIAL: Dean Taylor or Cathy Asplin

PHONE 871 5151PHONE  871 5151
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The newly elected president of 
the New Zealand Veterinary 
Association (NZVA), Richard 

Wild, says a veterinary degree is 
the fi rst step towards a broad and 
diverse career path. 

“When I was a young veterinar-
ian a senior colleague told me that 
a veterinary education provided 
the best broad based education 
of any of the professions. I believe 
that still holds true today.”

Dr Wild, a technical coordinator 
for the New Zealand Food Safety 
Authority’s Verifi cation Agency, 
says a veterinary degree provides a 
wide range of knowledge and skills 
on which to launch a career. 

“Veterinary training offers a 
broad base on which to build a suc-
cessful working life across an ever-
widening choice of disciplines. We 
have members in private practice, 
agricultural and livestock related 
businesses, the pharmaceutical 
industry, Government depart-
ments, universities and research 
facilities.” 

He says the fact that the Associa-
tion has 15 special interest branch-
es is testimony to the industry’s 
healthy diversity. 

“We have veterinarians engaged 
in important and exciting work 
across a range of areas, and the 
defi nition of what constitutes 
veterinary practice is continually 
expanding.”

He says the Association is keen 
to promote the different options 
available to graduates, to combat 
a current national shortage of 
veterinarians. 

“Like many countries, we have a 
national shortage of veterinarians, 
which is particularly acute in some 
rural areas of the country.  

“The Veterinary Association is 
also putting a lot of effort into 
providing post graduate training 
and development related to busi-
ness management and leadership 
to enable veterinarians to success-
fully move into leadership and 
management roles within prac-
tices and related industries.”

He says today’s veterinary de-
grees have a much stronger focus 
on business management. 

“For too long veterinarians have 
been reluctant managers. Thank-
fully this is changing, with greater 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
focus on the skills and knowledge 
required for veterinarians to be 
successful in business.  

Dr Wild says it is these skills 
which open many doors for quali-
fi ed veterinarians. 

“Veterinarians play important 
roles in a vast range of activities, 
from the traditional areas of ani-
mal health and welfare, to biosecu-
rity, food safety, conservation and 
disaster management. 

“Conservation and sustainabil-
ity are just two areas in which I 
can see the veterinary profession 
becoming more involved in the 
future.”

For more information on the 
different roles that veterinarians 
are involved in, visit the NZVA 
website, www.vets.org.nz

Vet training provides 
opportunities aplenty

Check cows are fit for transport

Make sure your cows are fi t 
for transport - that is the 
message from DairyNZ, 

following recent reports of stock 
going down during cross country 
transport.

DairyNZ’s Dr Rob Gregory 
wants farmers to know they are 
running the risk of animal welfare 
problems when stock are returned 
to them, through no fault of their 
own.

“Many farmers sent animals off 
to grazing during the drought or as 
part of their normal management 

routine,” Dr Gregory said.
“Thin animals, especially those 

with a body condition score 
below 4 are particularly at risk 
and special care needs to be taken 
when transporting them back to 
farms.”

“Basic transport standards 
require that animals selected for 
transport must be fi t enough 
to withstand the stresses of 
transport and also be able to bear 
weight on all four limbs. 

While cows being transported 
back to farms have not calved 

yet, they are generally in late 
pregnancy, and will benefi t 
from careful preparation, as for 
lactating cows,” he said.

While the fi nal decision to 
transport rests with the truck 
driver, farmers can improve 
the outcome for their stock by 
requiring pre-conditioning before 
the trip. 

Anyone concerned about the 
condition of their stock prior to 
transport should call their local 
DairyNZ Consulting Offi cer or 
veterinarian for advice.
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Thirsty, check the mouth
How does that work you may 

say? Well, many cats and dogs 
can become seriously ill or 

develop chronic incurable diseases 
due to problems with their teeth and 
gums. 

This can be noted in your pet as 
signs such as excessive thirst, weight 
loss, and coat changes for example. 

Dogs and cats can harbour signifi -
cant numbers (millions), of different 
types of bacteria in their mouths 
(one reason why bite wounds to the 
skin almost always are infected), and 
when the mouth is diseased this 
number is increased. With bacteria 
names like Actinomyces, Corynebacteria and Porphy-
romonas denticans it all sounds pretty scary! 

Also because the gums are damaged from disease and 
bleed the bacteria are more able to penetrate the tissues 
and get in to the blood. If there is a constant stream of 
bacteria from a diseased mouth, these bacteria can go 
on to lodge in the bloodstream and travel to vital organs 
causing kidney, liver, lung, heart and gastrointestinal dis-
eases. Probably the most common example of this is in 
cats where the onset of kidney failure is very commonly 
brought on by dental disease.

This is why we highly recommend blood (and/or urine) 
testing for all patients prior to any anaesthetic but 
especially dental surgery. If your pet is already unwell or 
geriatric, then the chances of a problem increase. 

We are able to complete this testing during our pre-
operative check on your pet as we have the machines 
within the clinic to analyse blood and urine and 
therefore the entire procedure can be done the same 
day as the surgery. On the odd occasion we may want to 
run extra tests if our examination of the animal makes 
us suspicious of a particular disease, so the testing may 
be outsourced to an external laboratory and take a day 
or two but you will be informed if this is the case and if 
surgery is delayed.

Testing allows us to make more 
informed decisions on what 
medications and anaesthetics we 
may use, whether fl uids need to be 
given, and often more importantly 
what drugs we should be avoiding. 
Because anaesthesia lowers the 
blood pressure, it lowers blood fl ow 
to the vital organs. If you already have 
a problem in one of these organs 
then decreasing the blood fl ow to it 
is understandably not a good idea! 
Intravenous fl uids help maintain 
blood pressure and blood fl ow, and 
ensure any drugs given are processed 
quickly in the body. The end result is a 

healthier animal for surgery, a more stable anaesthetic 
and a more rapid recovery post-surgery. This is what 
we aim for and obviously I am sure you would prefer for 
your pet as well.

 Pre-anaesthetic tests and fl uid therapy minimise the 
risks involved with anaesthesia and surgery. Yes they do 
cost extra but the value and benefi ts we get out of them 
far outweigh any cost. If you are going to the trouble 
of operating then why not make it as safe as possible! 
The tests may also show up a problem that we or you 
were not aware of. Early recognition of disease means 
treatment can be instigated early and therefore may 
be more successful and a better prognosis long term 
can be achieved. If there is any doubt as to the safety of 
your pet then the procedure will not proceed and you 
will be contacted immediately and your pet’s condition 
discussed and managed.

Remember, its dental month at all the VetEnt clinics, 
so give us a ring to book your pet in for a free dental 
check and come and see us to take advantage of all the 
specials on dental care. 

By Janine 
Devaney — 
veterinarian
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm 
VetEnt
Te Awamutu.

Greens not 
so green
The Green Party is concerned that residues of the 

highly toxic and controversial insecticide Endo-
sulfan have been found in lettuce, strawberries 

and courgettes sold in New Zealand. The New Zealand 
Food Safety Authority recently published the results of 
its Food Residue Surveillance Programme, showing the 
level of chemical residues found in 108 food items.

“Despite the efforts of the NZFSA to downplay the 
discovery of Endosulfan, these results are a serious con-
cern,” Green food safety spokesperson Sue Kedgley says.

“Even at very low levels, Endosulfan residues mimic 
oestrogen and have been linked to breast cancer and 
effects in the blood cells.

“Endosulfan is banned in more than 50 countries and 
it is outrageous that we continue to spray this insecti-
cide on our food supply.”

“In addition to the risk to New Zealanders’ health, the 
continued use of Endosulfan is putting our vegetable 
and meat exports at risk,” Ms Kedgley said.

“The Environmental Risk Management Authority ac-
knowledged in a recent report that the European Union 
will not permit onions from New Zealand into their 
market if they have had Endosulfan used on them. As 
well, South Korea is currently blocking imports of New 
Zealand beef because residues of Endosulfan were 
found,” Ms Kedgley says.

“These are important export markets that have 
been threatened or lost because of our Government’s 
inaction. 
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Events Centre

FREE
SERVICE NOW BEFORE SPRING AND SAVE

YOU MUST PRESENT THE COUPONS TO QUALIFY FOR THE FREE OFFERS

With everyWith every
chainsaw service inchainsaw service in
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push mower service inpush mower service in
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ride on service inride on service in
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FREE
CHAIN SHARPENCHAIN SHARPEN

FREE
SET OF BLADESSET OF BLADES ------ OIL ------------ OIL ------

•Helicopters equipped with DGPS •Charters and Heli trips•Helicopters equipped with DGPS •Charters and Heli trips

www.helia1.co.nzwww.helia1.co.nz

DAVIN & SUSANNE MUDFORDDAVIN & SUSANNE MUDFORD
Ph: 07 873 6695 / 0274 935 836

• All spraying work • Topdressing • Fertiliser application 
• Seeding  • Fire lighting • Fire fi ghting
• Lifting    • Cartage • Frost control
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$83,785
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• Estates, Wills and Trusts

Phone: (07) 872 0560

For advertising bookings 
contact Alan or Heather
For editorial contribution 
contact Dean or Cathy
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The August issue will be 
published on Tuesday, August 19

Special Feature 
GROW MAIZE 2008
The deadline for bookings 
is Wednesday, August 6
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410 Bond Road, Te Awamutu
PH 871 5069 • FAX 871 4069

TONY FABISH 
PANELWORKS

TO N Y FA B I S H
His years of experience ensure 

your vehicle is fully repaired back 
to factory specifi cations

Had an AccidentHad an Accident 
Need a Tow TruckNeed a Tow Truck  
Need a Courtesy CarNeed a Courtesy Car
Windscreen Chipped or BrokenWindscreen Chipped or Broken
• State of the Art Autorobot Chassis Alignment System
• Your local Smith & Smith Autoglass service centre 
• Repair small chips and cracks in your car windscreen

• Vero • AA  • SIS  
• AMP • Axiom • Lumley Insurance 
• Tower Insurance • Farmers Mutual Group 
• AMI Insurance  • NZI Insurance  
• State insurance

A RECOMMENDED REPAIRER FOR
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Engineering LtdEngineering Ltd

452 BOND ROAD, TE AWAMUTU 
PH: 07 870 6255  FAX: 07 870 6256
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• Farm & General Engineering - On & Off Site
• Cowshed Repairs and Alterations
• Feed Pads
• Tractor Bucket Repairs

W.O.F     SERVICING     TOWBARS     
BULLBARS     REPAIRS     MUFFLERS
ALLOY WELDING     CERTIFIED WELDING

What is a ‘TDR’?

In April 2004 the Waipa District 
Council changed their District 
Plan to introduce Transferable 

Development Rights (‘TDR’) as a 
means of protecting valuable ag-
ricultural farm land and the sensi-
tive land areas of the district. 

Basically this permits a land-
owner in a sensitive land area to 
trade off the right to subdivide by 
being able to ‘sell’ a TDR to a land-
owner in a less sensitive part of 
the district who otherwise would 
not be able to subdivide under the 
25ha rule.

The consequence is that the 
transferor landowner:

● may have given up a right to 
subdivide but

● will still own all of the land 
which is being farmed and/or

● if there is an environmental 
feature to be protected, will have 
entered into a QEII covenant or 
similar for its permanent protec-
tion 

● will have been able to sell the 
resulting TDR

The transferee landowner is:
● able to achieve a subdivision 

in a part of the district where sub-
division of a smaller block may not 
be permitted and then

● probably a sale

The Council achieves:
● one less subdivision in a sensi-

tive land area; and/or
● the permanent protection of 

an environmental feature; and
● a subdivision in a less sensitive 

land area
Thus a win/win/win situation, 

but one that requires careful han-
dling. Talk to your lawyer who will 
be able to help with the sale and/or 
the purchase of a TDR. 

You will need to refer to the 
Waipa District Plan to see which 
landowners may be entitled to 
sell a TDR. 

The District Plan lists proper-
ties from which ‘the entitlement 
to create an additional allotment 
may be transferred’ as being those 
which are located within sensitive 
land type areas.

These include the outer noise 
control boundary at Hamilton Air-
port, Special Landscape Character 
Areas, property adjacent to a state 
highway, or within 500 metres of a 
site for mineral extraction or an 
industrial zone. 

So if the property is in any one 
of those areas and the landowner 
would otherwise be able to sub-
divide by meeting the minimum 
allotment rule of 25ha, then the 
landowner can, instead of sub-
dividing the property, surrender 
the right to subdivide and sell that 
right. 

In addition, if the landowners 
have on their property an environ-
mental or heritage protection lot 
(‘EPL’) and the property is in one of 
the sensitive areas then, irrespec-
tive of whether those landowners 
could otherwise subdivide, they 
will, if they are prepared to put a 
permanent protection covenant 
on the EPL, be entitled to a TDR 

which can be sold. 
The District Plan sets out the 

criteria for EPLs. In the main these 
are likely to be worthwhile stands 
of native bush. 

Landowners who may buy a TDR 
will be landowners of property 
within those parts of the district 
which are not identifi ed as sensi-
tive areas, and are not within one 
kilometre in a straight line from 
the residential and general zones 
of the principal urban areas of 
the district or the Hamilton City 
boundary. 

There are a number of impor-
tant steps in the sale and purchase 
of a TDR:

1. The transferor landowner 
needs to establish an entitlement 
to sell a TDR. Once that entitle-
ment is established the transferor 
landowner may decide to list for 
sale that entitlement with a real 
estate agent, or make it known 
through his surveyor, solicitor or 
other contacts. 

2. The transferee landowner 
needs to establish a right to buy a 
TDR, and thereafter may make an 
offer to purchase the TDR.

3. A joint application for subdivi-
sion will need to be made by the 
transferor landowner and the 
transferee landowner. This is usu-
ally undertaken by the surveyor 
who will have prepared the pro-
posed subdivisional plan. 

4. An agreement for the sale and 
purchase of the TDR will need to 
be prepared and signed by both 
parties. Close liaison between the 
solicitor acting for the transferor 
landowner and the solicitor act-
ing for the transferee landowner 
is vital to ensure that both parties 
are protected.

Continued page 22.

By Valerie 
Mackay 
— partner 
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gallie 
Miles.



� Contouring and land development
� Feed pads and building sites

WE ARE YOUR RURAL SPECIALISTS

Bond Road • Te Awamutu

FARMERSFARMERS
We provide cost 
effective solutions for...

S I L A G E  B U N K E R S
� Water tight sprayed concrete

�  Existing pits transformed � Pay back 5 yrs

B R I D G E S  -  A N Y  S I Z E
� Experienced in precast or custom built

� Farm races �  Farm drainage �  Drain laying

Phone Guy Pilkington
RURAL CONTRACTS MANAGER
for all your rural enquiries on 871 4057,
mobile 021 371 829 or a/h 871 0363
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It’s a better place you own...
www.goldenhomes.co.nz

• To view our full range of plans and 
   inclusions, please visit our Show Home:
• Address: 3 Karewa Place, Hamilton
• Tel: (07) 849 3979

Life on the farm with Ross SuttonLife on the farm with Ross Sutton

Murray helps with 
winter clean-up

Over the years, Valda’s brother 
Murray Sherwood, who has 
special needs, has spent 

many week-ends, Christmas’s’ and 
holidays with us.  He loves to get 
out on the farm and we are con-
tinually learning that the more we 
expect from him, the more he sur-
prises us with his capabilities.

Partly through his time with IHC, 
he enjoys the outdoors and as soon 
as he comes, he fi nds the rake and 
wheelbarrow and is out raking the 
leaves. If I have work to do on the 
farm, he and Valda will happily 
work away in the garden.  

For many years, I have stead-

fastly refused to let him sit on the 
side of my ATV but recently relaxed 
this rule.  I tell him to hold on and 
he grips on to the side bars as 
though in a vice. This enables him 
to partake in feeding out to the 
stock and increases his enjoyment.  
Suffi ce to say that I go very slowly 
and carefully.

Other things which Murray en-
joys are our morning tea ritual and 
Toffee.  We normally have an early 
morning cuppa and each night, 
Murray reminds us of ‘cup of tea’ 
in the morning.  Next morning he 
sits up in bed as though he is roy-
alty.  His other delight is our cocker 

spaniel pet, Toffee.  Murray just 
loves to stroke Toffee and Toffee 
just loves to bask in the attention. 

Murray also has a fascination 
with tractors and large machin-
ery. 

While we have had some mild 
weather over the month, it has 
been opportune to metal some 
gateways and drives.  I have visited 
Andersons quarry at Pukeatua nu-
merous times and got a trailer load 
of metal.  This has been a regular 
feature of our hosting Japanese 
students who have never seen a 
quarry before. 

Continued page 22.



ONE CALL FOR TOTAL SERVICEONE CALL FOR TOTAL SERVICE

FREEPHONE 0800 868 250FREEPHONE 0800 868 250
MILKING SYSTEMS ~ REFRIGERATION ~ EFFLUENT ~ WATERMILKING SYSTEMS ~ REFRIGERATION ~ EFFLUENT ~ WATER

437 RICKIT ROAD, TE AWAMUTU      • 24 HOURS • 7 DAYS

Farm Refrigeration Units

WATER HEATING UNITS

Dairy Effl uent 
Disposal

and Irrigation
Equipment

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE - CHILLER SERVICE CHECKS, MACHINE TESTING. BOOK IN NOW!

Meet The New Team at Total Farm Services

6322462AA

• Robin McGregor - Director  • Hayden Dobbs - Milking Machine Installation & Refrigeration 
• Gavin Chetvin - Foreman & Machine Testing • Helen Hansen - Administration 
• Warrick Jellie - Milking Machine Installation
• Trevor Foley - Manager / Sales & Project Management
• Bill Dawson - Refrigeration Maintenance
• Graham Randall - Machine Sales & Maintenance

TOTAL TEAM - FROM LEFT

6323275AA

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL SINGLETON & HANSEN TODAY

or visit www.biolytix.com Master
Plumbers

THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD-WINNING

Waste Treatment Systems
Recycle sewage, greywater, sanitary items 

and food scraps into a lush garden

• Performance and parts guaranteed for 20 years
• Only needs 1 service per year
• Power costs less than $12 p/yr
• Natural process that needs no chemicals
• No odour guaranteed!
• Smallest tank on the market

The waste filters 
through 3 layers
and after the
second layer, it is 
cleaner than a 
septic output or 
aerated system.
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From page 20.
Amongst other things:
(a) The lawyer for the transferor 

will need to ensure there is an en-
forceable agreement for the sale and 
purchase of the TDR that:

● safeguards the transferor’s 
position in relation to the payment 
of GST;

● includes suffi cient provision 
to ensure that the transferee will 
proceed with the transferee’s sub-
division;

● requires that a suffi cient de-
posit is paid;

● sets out adequately the proc-
ess for and the point at which the 
payment of the remainder of the 
purchase money is to be made. 

(b) The lawyer for the transferee 
will need to ensure there is a legally 
enforceable agreement for the sale 
and purchase of a TDR that: 

● obliges the transferor to do 
all things that will be necessary 
to enable the sale of the TDR to be 

completed and documentation to 
be registered;

● provides for any deposit to be 
held by the transferor’s solicitors 
as stakeholder and not paid to the 
transferor until settlement;

● requires that the transferor will 
do all things required by the Council 
in respect of the registration of the 
bond;

● provides that although the 
balance purchase monies may have 
been paid to the transferor’s solici-
tors prior to the registration of the 
bond and issue of the Section 224 
Certifi cate, that they are held as 
stakeholders until such time as the 
bond has been registered. 

1. The Council will require that:
(a) any covenant that may be re-

quired to protect an Environment 
Protection lot is in place and is reg-
istered; and/or

(b) any bond that may be required 
to record the disposal of a TDR is reg-
istered on the transferor’s title with 

any prior bonds being released; and 
(c) the Section 224 Certifi cate is 

not released to the transferee un-
less and until the above matters are 
in place. 

There are a number of risks with 
the sale and purchase of a TDR, and 
your solicitor can help to identify 
those risks, and to try to minimise 
them. The transferee is probably 
the landowner most at risk. There 
may well have been expenditure 
on the surveyor’s fees required for 
the transferee’s subdivision and on 
fees to the council in getting the 
subdivision consent. The transferee 
may have expended further cost 
in relation to the performance of 
subdivision conditions imposed by 
the council. 

It is vital that the transferor, the 
transferee, and their solicitors work 
closely together to meet timeframes 
and achieve a positive outcome for 
both parties when there is a sale and 
purchase of a TDR.

Transferable development rights 

From page 21.
Since the weather has been so 

mild and there has been so little 
wind, the autumn leaves have just 
dropped to the ground.  For the fi rst 
time in years we have raked trailer 
loads of leaves and burnt them 
over old stumps. The stumps of the 
Lawsoniana trees, which I felled a 
couple of years ago, are now only 
remnants.

Meanwhile feeding out silage is 
a daily routine. Craig Lomey from 
the Animal Health Board came out 
and tested our cows for Tubercu-
losis which proved negative. We 
await the calving of our cows in the 
spring to see if they have any prob-
lems after the prolonged drought.

We are anxiously waiting to 
see whether our 45 year old Kauri 
tree is going to survive the stress 

of the drought.  It normally will 
prune itself but this year it is drop-
ping an unusually large number 
of branches and leaves. There still 
remain a large number of brown 
and yellowish leaves so we will see.  

I know of several others which have 
died which is not surprising since 
they are out of their natural habitat 
zone.

The rainfall during June was 
170mm.

The winter clean-up
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For 
experience 

and 
expertise

The 
friendly 

rural 
professionals

Outstanding in their fi eld!
Graeme Wansbone (Director), Merv Gyde (Director), Lance Fielder (Associate), Duncan Gray (Associate)

Visit the Gyde Wansbone Team:
Welcome to all Farmers new to the District

195 Mahoe Sreet, Te Awamutu, 
Phone 872 0585

www.gydewansbone.co.nz
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FARM HOUSING - WAIKATO
INCLUSIONS: PILES • TIMBER FLOORING • FRAMING • ELECTRICAL

• PLUMBING • FLOOR COVERINGS • INSULATED • PAINT FINISH
• ALUMINIUM JOINERY • KITCHEN • TIMBER CLADDING • PERMIT PLANS

ICL specialise in the manufacture of 
housing to all sizes, from the 2 brm cottage 

right up to the 5 brm designer home!

We have over 50 years experience behind 
us to give you the right information and 

design to suit all requirements.

We pride ourselves on building “quality not 
quantity” and we build all over the Waikato.

ICL also do alterations, additions and 
commercial.

Ask about our quality designer homes

IDEAL
CONSTRUCTION

LTD
PH 07 850 1225

FAX 07 850 1224
PO BOX 519, HAMILTON

email: idealconstruction@xtra.co.nz

Providing the IDEAL

           building solution

3 BRMS
from

$108,000+GST

By Graeme 
Wansbone 
—
Chartered 
Accountant
in the
Te Awamutu 
fi rm Gyde 
Wansbone.

Managing provisional 
taxation payments

Changes to provisional tax 
dates come in to effect in the 
current income year. In the 

past provisional tax has been due 
on the seventh day of the fourth, 
eighth and twelfth months of the 
year (with an extension to the 15th 
of January). For May balance dates 
tax was payable on September 7, 
January 15 and May 7.

These dates have changed to 
the 28th day of the fi fth, ninth and 
‘thirteenth’ months (with further 
extensions for December and April 
payments). For the year ending May 
31, 2009, provisional tax is due on 
October 28, 2008, and of February 28 
and June 28, 2009. 

The rules are different for tax-
payers who fi le six monthly GST 
returns. They pay their provisional 
tax twice yearly on their GST dates. 
This only applies, however, where 
the GST entity pays provisional tax, 
so will not apply to partnerships, 
or to companies or trusts which 
do not pay provisional tax in their 
own name. 

This is one of the ‘tax simplifi ca-
tion’ measures introduced earlier, 
and designed to align with GST pay-

ments. I’m not sure if it makes it 
simpler, but it does defer payment 
of tax for a few weeks. 

For farmers though, and in par-
ticular dairy farmers, managing the 
level of provisional tax payments 
has become increasingly complex, 
and presents many more issues 
than changes in tax dates. High 
dairy incomes will push many tax-
payers above the ‘safe harbour’ level 
where use of money interest can be 
avoided by paying provisional tax 
based on the prior year’s income. 
The safe harbour applies only to 
individuals – companies and trusts 
always pay use of money interest.

This safe harbour threshold is 
currently $35,000 residual income 
tax – that is tax payable after taxes 
deducted at source such as PAYE 
and RWT. This is to be raised to 
$50,000. This means that taxpay-
ers with incomes of $112,000 (to be 
increased to $154,000) will pay use 
of money interest on their tax pay-
ments.

Use of money interest rates are 
currently set at 14.24% for under-
payments (you pay the IRD), and 
6.66% for overpayments (the IRD 
pays you). The interest is calculated 
from the provisional tax dates, so 
can span a long time period. The 
time from the fi rst provisional 
tax payment to terminal tax pay-
ment for the same income year, 
is approximately 17 months. If the 
fi rst provisional tax payment was 
underpaid by, say $20,000 on Octo-
ber 28, 2008, interest would accrue 
from that date until the terminal 
tax was paid (or further provisional 
payments made up the shortfall). If 
terminal tax was not paid until the 
due date of April 7, 2010, the interest 

charge would be in excess of $4,000 
at current rates.

To manage tax payments and 
avoid these high interest charges, 
accurate income forecasts are 
required early on in the year. Us-
ing the dates above, by October 
28, 2008 an estimate or forecast of 
income for the year to May 31, 2009 
is needed. We all know that pay-
out forecasts at that stage of the 
season can change dramatically, 
and recent experience reminds us 
that weather and other factors 
will always play their part in farm 
performance.

The 2007-08 season presented 
many budgeting challenges and 
the 2008-09 season promises more 
of the same. Predictions may be 
further complicated by any signifi -
cant downward movement in the 
exchange rate. This could not only 
materially increase payouts, but 
also signifi cantly increase farm 
costs.

Any budgets or forecasts this 
early in the season will naturally be 
subject to change and review, but 
given the high interest cost and the 
offensive nature of these charges, 
we need to try to do something. 
Forecasting as accurately as pos-
sible from the fi rst tax date, and 
reviewing performance and exter-
nal factors throughout the year 
is the best we can do to avoid or 
minimise interest charges. Volun-
tary tax payments can be made at 
any time during the year if income 
forecasts rise.

If you think your income may 
breach the use of money interest 
threshold, careful budgeting and 
constant review is your best pro-
tection.
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